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Language Arts  
While still covering the Core Standards, our LA class will have a heavy emphasis on reading instruction to engage 
readers in high interest reading materials which hopefully results in better reading attitudes as well as sharpened 
comprehension skills—skills that are crucial to academic success.  This class will also provide help in writing the 
required essays.  
 

SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR THIS CLASS 
 

 Pens/Pencils 
 Loose Leaf Lined Paper 

 3 Ring Binder (1 Inch) 
 Composition Notebook 

 Whiteboard Marker (optional) 
 Highlighters (optional) 

 
COURSE GOALS 

The main educational goals in this course are: 
1. Read, comprehend, and analyze literature and informational text. 
2. Write for a specific task, audience, and purpose. 
3. Participate in meaningful collaborative discussions. 

 
In addition, I would like every student to learn to have a growth mindset to understand that success 
comes with effort. 

HOMEWORK 
Because the course curriculum focuses on reading and writing, you will have a standing homework assignment to 
read AT LEAST 20 MINUTES PER NIGHT.  This includes holidays and weekends.  In addition to this assignment 
there will also be other homework assigned from time to time.  Also if you do not finish an assignment in class, 
you will need to complete it at home. 
 

ABSENCES 
Students are responsible for tracking down missed work due to absences or tardiness. Please come and talk with me 
during homeroom or during our class period at an appropriate time. You can also email about missing work. 

 
LATE WORK 

I will accept late work for full credit if you have been absent from school—as long as the work is submitted in a 
reasonable amount of time. Other late work will result in lost effort points.    
 

GRADING 
Students earn a grade for Academics and a grade for Effort. Academic grades are based on assignments that are 
graded for accuracy, tests, and quizzes. Effort grades are based on: assignments that are graded for completion 
instead of accuracy, behavior/contribution in class, turning assignments in on time. Both effort and academic 
grades count toward GPA. Students must maintain at least 70% to pass the class. Less than 70% is considered not 
proficient (NP). 
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STAYING IN CONTACT 
I feel strongly that student success is maximized when teachers, students, and parents work as a team. Please call or 
email me if you have questions, concerns, or feedback. All contact information is listed at the top of this 
document. 

        
PARENT SIGNATURE 

Please go over the Syllabus / Expectations with your parent/guardian and then sign and date the contract on the 
next page.  Please keep the syllabus for future reference and detach the contract and return it to me.  This 
assignment will be worth 10 effort points. 
 
Thank you,  
Mrs. Echo Neilson 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs. Echo Neilson’s Language Arts 
Class Expectations 

 
Parent and Student Contract  

 
Student’s Name _______________________________________________________________  
    
We have read the Syllabus/Expectations together and understand what is required in Mrs. Neilson’s 
Language Arts class. 
 
Please initial that you read the information and agree to the following expectations: 
 
Parent   Student 
_____    _____    Supply a 3 ring binder and composition notebook for class. 
_____    _____    Bring a writing utensil and paper each day to class. 
_____    _____    Read at least 20 minutes every night including holidays and weekends. 
_____    _____    Act respectfully in class or accept the consequences.  
_____    _____    Complete quality work. 
_____    _____    Use Chromebooks appropriately. 
 
________________________________________ ____________________________ 
  Student Signature     Date 
 

_________________________________________ ____________________________ 
  Parent Signature     Date 
 
Please sign and return this form. This assignment is worth 10 effort points. 


